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I     AM      COHPIDEHT      THAT      TEE      AlffiHICAM      TROOPS 
yiGHTMG     SIDE     BY     SIDE     WITH     OUH     flOBLS     AI.LIES 
WILL,       IH      THE      EHD,      GIVE      BACK      TO     FRAHCE     Aiil' 
BEING     TO     THE     WORLD     THAT     LIBERTY     WHICH      IS 
SO     HECasSARY      TO     THE     HAPPINESS     OP     MAHKISD. 


V  '        ll&^r  General ,   v/s^  Army , 


General  Pershing' e  words  spoken  at  the   tomb 
of  LaFayette.    July  4,    1917. 
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Le  20  avril  1777,  il  y  a  cent  quarante  ans,  de 
la  rade  de  Passage  au  pays  basque,  un  petit 
batiment  prenait  la  haute  mer  :  il  portait  ies  cou- 
leurs  de  la  France  at  il  s'appelait  la  Vicloire. 
Ce  beau  nom  lui  avait  ete  donne,  comme  un 
heureux  presage,  par  I'un  des 
I'avait    achete,     quel- 


es    passagers ,    qui 


ques  semaines  plus  tot, 
a  des  armateurs  de 
Bordeaux.  Le  proprie- 
taire  de  la  Vicloire 
etait  un  tout  jeune 
homme  ;  il  avait  a 
peine  dix-neuf  ans  et 
demi :  c'etait  le  mar- 
quis de  La  Fayette. 
Sur  Ies  champs  de 
bataille.a  laCour.dans 
Ies  lettres  {ranfaises, 
Ies  ancetres  du  jeune 
marquis  s'etaient  deja 
(ait  connaitre ;  mais, 
lui,  il  etait  le  premier 
de  sa  race  a  tenter  Ies 
aventures  de  la  mer. 
S'ilquittaitla  France 
et  I'Europe  dans  des  conditions  myslerieuses, 
apres  avoir  pns  soin  de  depister  ceux  qui  auraient 
pu  le  retenir,  ce  n'etait  pas  qu'il  cedait  a  I'attrail 
des  voyages,  a  la  soif  de  linconnu.  11  y  avait  alors, 
au-dela  de  I'immensite  de  I'Atlantique,  une  terre 
oil  des  hommes  avaient  prete  le  serment  d'etre 
libres  et  de  faire  respecter  leurs  droits.  Depuis 
deux  ans,  dans  des  conditions  tres  difficiles,  mais 
avec  I'obstination  sublime  de  ceux  qui  ont  jure 
d'etre  victorieux,  ces  hommes  combattaient  et 
souffraient  pour  une  idee  :  la  Liberte.  La  Liberte, 
voila   la  force  magique,    I'aimanl    irresistible  qui 

<•*.•■?«.  •V:":'!^— V.A'^ilf  5"--^ 


La  liberte  amerlcaine. 


On  the  20th  April  1777,  140  years  ago,  a  little 
vessel  left  the  harbour  of  Passages,  in  the  Basque 
country,  tor  the  open  sea ;  it  flew  the  colours  of 
France,  and  its  name  was  "  La  Vicloire".  This 
fine  name  had  been  given  to  it,  as  a  happy  augury, 
by  one  of  its  company  who  had  purchased  it  at 
Bordeaux.  The  owner 
-    ^»     •"'  ■  '         ot    La  vtcloire    was 

quite  a  young  man,  in 
fact  barely  1 9 '  j  years 
old.  His  name  was  the 
Marquis  de  La  Fayette. 
On  the  battle-field,  at 
the  French  court,  and 
in  French  literature  the 
ancestors  of  the  young 
Marquis  had  already 
made  a  name  for  them- 
selves ;  but  he  was  the 
first  of  his  race  to 
engage  m  maritime 
adventures. 

if  he  was  now  leav- 
ing France  and  Europe, 
under  mysterious  cir- 
cumstances and  after 
having  carefully  taken  steps  to  put  those  off  the  track 
who  might  have  prevented  his  going, it  was  not  in  any 
way  because  of  the  lure  of  distant  travel  or  through 
a  thirst  for  the  unknown.  There  was  at  that  time, 
beyond  the  vast  plains  of  the  Atlantic  a  land  where 
men  had  taken  the  oath  of  freedom  and  who  had 
sworn  to  compel  respect  (or  their  own  rights.  For 
the  last  two  years,  under  very  difficult  conditions, 
but  with  the  sublime  perseverance  of  those  who 
had  sworn  to  be  victorious,  these  men  had  been 
struggling  and  suffering  for  an  idea  :  the  idea 
of    Liberty     Liberty,  yes,    that    was  the    magic 


American  liberty 


I 

If 

If 

if 
II 

it 

ji 


I 
I 
I 


fMr^v 


Vj 


Si 


'^•{?:*<^^- 


i»,'r-*H^.f 


^^ 


attii&ient  lu-dela  dr» 
mrrs  rr  i  rancat* ;  il 
\ouliil  combatlrc  a 
loir  6e%  champions 
dr  i'lndr  pendancy.  'Tf 
(Oullrir  axri  fUX. 
vere^f  soil  sang  rl 
donnrr  »»  mp,  »'iI  le 
'illail.pourlclriomphc  \ 
dp  la  lilwrtp. 

Drpul^  df-ux  aii>, 
iptte  idcf  ubsrdail  La 
Fayrtlf.  L'n  |our  dr 
I'annff  I77S,  a  Mrl/ 
'lU  i!  clail  rn  garruson.  il 
a\dil  rnlrndu  parif  rde 
la  cause  des  insurgents 
d'Amrti'iue:  deslors. 

comme  il  I'a  Peril,  son  coeur  s'elail  enrole.  II  s'elail 
promis  a  iui-mcme  dp  rompre  avec  loisivcle  dp  la 
VIP  dp  garnison  cl  dc  cour  a  laquelle  sa  naissance 
pt  sa  (orlunp  |p  dpstinaipnt.  pour  combattre  sous  la 
bannipre  Ptoiipp  dps  nonveaux  Etats-Unis  d'Ame- 
riqup.  Que  d'obs'aclps !  Marie  a  seize  ans  el 
dpmi  a  unp  jeune  (ille  de  quinze  ans  qu'il  aimait, 
il  lui  faliail  quitter  sa  jeune  femme,  quitter  un 
petit  enfant  qui  venail  de  nailre  ;  officicr  dans 
I  armcp  Iran^aise,  son  depart  doni  il  ne  pouvait 
informer  le  gouvcrnemeni  qui  lui  aurait  interdit  de 
parlir.  avail  un  peu  le  csraclere  d'une  desertion. 
.Mais  Tamour  pour  sa  femme  el  pour  sa  fiile, 
rattachempnl  a  son  devoir,  tout  ceda,  dans  cette 
ame  ardenle,  eprise  de  gloire  el  d'enlhousiasme, 
a  la  passion  de  I'lndependance.  Fortune,  situation, 
avenir.  il  avail  lout  en  France ;  nul  n'aurait  eu 
lidee  de  Tactuser  d'pgoismp.  s'il  s'elail  borne, 
commr  tani  d'aulres,  i.  jouir  de  ces  biens  Mais 
pour  lui.  rien  de  cela  n'exislait  plus,  a  present  que 
la  libTlp  Plait  en  |eu  ;  il  regardait  comme  le  plus 
Mere  des  devoirs  dp  sVngagpt  parmi  Ips  cham- 
pion* de  cette  cause  sainle. 

Pendant  Ips  longups   spmaines   d'unp   Iravprspp 
monolone.  la  prnsec   du    voyageur  revinl   souveni 
vers  la    France,   vers   sa  femme,   vers   Ips   siens  ; 
m«i«  ta  foi  reslail  aussi  ardenle.  F.n  pleine  mer.  il 
here  fpmmp  : 
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'ifj  I         rcrivail  a  ta  chcrp 
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power,  the  irresistible 
magnet  which  com- 
pelled this  Frenchman 
to  cross  the  ocean  :  he 
was  anxious  to  fight  at 
the  side  of  the  cham- 
pions of  independence 
and  suffer  with  them, 
to  shed  his  blood  and 
to  give  his  life  if  need 
be.  for  the  triumph  of 
Liberty. 

For  two  years  past 
ihis  idea  had  taken 
complete  possession  ol 
La  Fayette.  One  day 
during  the  year  1773, 
at  Metz,  where  he  was 
on  garrison  duty,  he  had  heard  of  the  cause  of  the 
American  insurgents ;  and  from  that  moment,  as  he 
himself  wrote,  his  heart  had  enlisted  in  their  ranks. 
He  decided  to  put  an  end  to  the  idleness  of  gar- 
rison and  of  court  life  for  which  both  his  birth  and 
his  private  fortune  had  marked  him  out,  in  order  to 
fight  under  the  star-spangled  banner  of  the  newly- 
born  United  States  of  America.  And  what  obstacles 
there  were  to  be  overcome!  Married  when  only 
16  '  o  years  old  to  a  girl  of  I  5  whom  he  loved,  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  behind  him  his  young  wife, 
and  a  new-born  child.  .As  an  officer  in  the 
French  army,  his  departure  (as  he  could  not 
mention  it  to  the  Government,  which  would  have 
prevented  his  going)  had  somewhat  the  nature  of  a 
desertion.  But  his  love  for  his  wife  and  his  little  child, 
his  attachment  to  duly,  everything  in  fact  gave  place 
in  this  ardent  soul,  overcome  with  enthusiasm,  to  the 
passion  for  independence.  Fortune,  position  and 
future  prospecls,e  verylhing  was  his  in  France  and  no 
one  would  have  accused  him  of  selfishness  if  he  had 
decided,  like  so  many  others,  to  enjoy  ihese  good 
things.  But,  for  him,  all  thai  had  ceased  to  exist, 
now  that  Liberty  itself  was  at  stake.  He  looked 
upon  It  as  the  most  sacred  of  all  duties,  to  throw 
in  his  lot  with  the  champions  ol  this  holy  cause. 
I  hrnugh  the  long  weeks  of  the  monotonous 
ocean  voyage  the  thoughts  of  the  traveller  turned 
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«  Je  suis  encore  dans  cette  triste  plaine,  el  c'est 
sans  nulle  comparaison  ce  qu'on  peul  faire  de 
plus  ennuyeux.  Pour  me  consoler  un  peu,  je 
pense  a  vous,  a  mes  amis  ;  )e  pense  au  plaisir  de 
vous  retrouver.  Quel  charmant  moment  quand 
i'arriverai,  que  je  viendrai  vous  embrasser  tout  de 
suite  sans  etre  attendu  !... 

«  Defenseur  de  cette  liberte  que  j'idolatre, 
libra  moi-meme  plus  que  personne,  en  venant 
comme  ami  oflrir  mes  services  a  cette  republique 
si  interessante,  je  n'y  porte  que  ma  franchise  et 
ma  bonne  volonte,  nulle  ambition,  nul  interet 
parliculier ;  en  travaillant  pour  ma  gloire,  je  tra- 
vaille  pour  leur  bonheur.  J'espere  qu'en  ma  faveur 
vous  deviendrez  bonne  Americaiine,  c'est  un  sen- 
timent fail  pour  les  coeurs  vertueux.  Le  bonheur 
de  I'Amerique  est  intimement  lie  au  bonheur  de 
toute  I'humanite  ;  elle  va  devenir  le  respectable  et 
sur  asile  de  la  vertu,  de  I'honnetete,  de  la  'ole- 
rance,  de  I'egalile  et  d'une  Iranquille  liberte.  » 

Un  peu  plus  tard,  le  1  3  juin,  apres  une  naviga- 
tion de  cinquante-quatre  jours,  la  Vicloire  abor- 
dait  enfin  aux  cotes  de  la  Caroline.  La  Fayette  des- 
cendil  a  terre.  Quand  il  sf  ntil  le  sol  de  I  'Ame- 
rique  sous  ses  pieds.  son 
premier  mot  fut  un  ser- 
iii'-nl  (ic  vaincrc  ou  de 
perir  avec  la  cause  des 
l\tats-Unis. 

Lorsque  Washington, 
qui  avail  alors  quarante- 
cinq  ans,  vit  venir  a  lui  cc 
Fran<;ais  qui  n'avail  meme 
pas  vingt  ans,  qui  s'ex- 
posail,  volonfairement  et 
el  sans  nulle  necessite, 
aux  pires  dangers,  simple- 
ment  pour  la  gloire  d'etre 
le  soldat  de  la  liberte,  il  se 
sentit  pris  pour  lui  d'une 
admiration  profonde, 
d'une  affection  sincere. 
11  se  mil  a  I'aimer  comme 
s'il  etail  un  des  siens. 
«  Soignez-le  comme  mon 
lils,  disait-il  au  chirurgien. 


V  -AA^lw'  A«v*M'<Tr.?'p.ti 


many  times  to  France,  his  wife,  and  his  dear 
ones  ;  but  his  faith  remained  undimmed.  On  the 
open  sea  he  virote  to  his  yi\\c  as  follows  :  "  I  am  11 
still  here,  on  this  monotonous  waste,  beyond  com-, 
parison  the  most  trying  of  ordeals.  To  console 
myself  a  little  i  think  of  you  and  of  my  friends.  1 
think  of  the  joy  of  our  reunion,  and  of  the  time 
when  1  shall  come  back  and  kiss  you,  when  you 
do  not  expect  me  perhaps...  A  defender  of  this 
liberty  which  I  idolize,  and  enjoying  freedom 
myself  in  full  measure,  1  come  as  a  friend  to  offer 
my  services  to  this  republic  so  worthy  of  our  sup- 
port. 1  only  bring  to  the  task  my  candour  and  my 
good  will,  being  without  ambition  or  thought  of 
private  interest.  In  working  for  my  own  glory  I  work 
for  their  happiness.  1  hope  that  for  my  sake  you 
will  now  become  a  good  American  :  that  is  a 
sentiment  appealing  above  all  to  virtuous  souls. 
The  happiness  of  America  is  closely  bound  up 
with  the  happiness  of  humanity  at  large.  It  is  des- 
tined to  become  the  sure  refuge  of  virtue,  of  ho- 
nesty, of  toleration,  of  equality  among  men  and  of 
undisturbed  liberty." — A  little  later,  on  the  13th  of 
June,  after  a  voyage  lasting  34  days,  "La  Vicloire" 
reached  the  shores  of  Ca- 
rolina and  La  Fayette 
landed.  As  soon  as  he 
(ill  the  soil  of  America 
beneath  his  feet,  his  first 
utterance  was  an  oath  to 
conquer  or  to  perish  for 
ific  cause  of  the  United 
States 

.As  .soon  as  Washing- 
ton, who  was  then45years 
old,  saw  this  Frenchman 
scarcely  twenty  coming 
to  him,  this  young  man 
who  voluntarily  and  with- 
out necessity  was  expos- 
ing himself  to  the  greatest 
dangers,  simply  for  the 
glory  of  fighting  for  the 
cause  of  Liberty,  he  fell  ^  J> 

himself    overcome    with 
a     feeling    of     profou 


L'mdependaace 
des  Etats-Unis. 


The  independence  ol 
\.    the  United  States. 
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.  rtir  ful  bicssc  A  la  Brandy wme. 
■-  ■  ir  loranic  mon  Ills  Et  c«pendant  If 
CjcririA.  ir|>ijL'litain  cUit  pcu  rxpansii,  son  aboro 
•■tail  iroid  Mais  rommrnl  n'aurail-il  pa5  oubiie  i>a 
ieM'f\c  naturcllr  devant  cc  grnlilhommc  de  vifilie 
race,  qui  at  ail  \oue  son  corps  rl  son  anic  a  la  cause 
dc  Ti!,  '  '     >c  ameiicainr.  qui  avait  (oul  guitte 

rl  qui  :.  -  i.idail  ricn  ^  «  Aprcs  ics  sauilices 
que  I'ai  fails,  avail  dit  La  Fa)  elle.  j'ai  le  droil  d'cxiger 
drux  graces  :  I'une.  rsl  de  scrxir  a  mes  (rais,  I  auire 
est  de  commencer  »  servir  comnir  soionlairc.  » 

Toul  ce  qu'il  >  eul  de  beaute.  de  grandeur, 
d'heioisrac   dans  le   gesle   de   La  Fayelle,   dans 

n  desinlercusemenl.  dans  son  devouemeni 
jbsolu,  il  n'esi  pas  un  tompalriole  de  NXashinglon 
qui,  aiors  ou  depuis.  ne  I'ail  prolondemeni  res- 
senli.  Une  sorl'    de  religion   de   La  Fayette   »'est 

ndee  aux  Ela's  Lnis  ;  elle  s"appuie  sur  deux 
senlimenls  de  i'ame  humam^,  qui  sont  toul  a 
I  honncuf  de  ceux  qui  Ics  inspireni  et  de  ceux 
qui  les  cprouveni :  I'admiration  et  la  reconnais- 
ince  ;  el  chc7  ces  Americains,  que  nous  avons 
(oujours  eu  la  |oie  d'avoir  pour  amis,  que  nous 
a\ons  i'orgucil  aujuurd'hui  d'a\oir  pour  allies,  cette 
religion  de  La  Fayelle  esl  devenue  comme  une 

'iHion  dc  la  France. 


admiration  jiid  sincere  ailection  lor  him.  He  soon 
grew  to  !o\e  him  as  if  he  were  a  bndman  or  near 
relation  "Attend  to  him  as  if  he  were  my  own  son,"' 
he  said  to  the  surgeon  on  the  day  on  which  La 
Fayette  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  the  Brandy- 
wine,  "fori  lo\e  him  as  il  he  were  my  son.'"  .And 
yet  the  republican  General  was  unemotional  and 
cold  in  manner.  Bui  how  could  he  have  found  it 
possible  to  preser\'e  his  natural  reserve  before  this 
gentleman  of  ancient  race  who  had  devoted  him- 
self body  and  soul  to  the  cause  of  .American  inde- 
pendence, and  w  ho  had  left  everything  behind  him 
and  asked  for  nothing  in  return  ?  "After  the  sacrifices 
which  I  have  made,  La  Fayette  had  said,  "I  have  a 
right  to  ask  for  two  concessions  :  one  is  to  serve  at 
my  own  expense,  the  other  to  enlist  as  a  volunteer." 
All  the  beauty,  sublimity  and  heroism  to  be 
found  in  this  deed  of  La  Fayette's,  in  his  disin- 
terestedness and  unqualified  devotion,  have  been 
profoundly  felt  by  eveiy  single  fellow-countryman 
of  Washington  from  that  lime  onwards.  .A  kind 
of  worship  of  La  Fayette  has  grown  up  in  the 
United  States,  arising  from  two  sentiments  which 
redound  to  the  honour  both  of  those  who  inspire 
them  and  of  those  who  experience  them  :  the  feel- 
ings of  admiration  and  of  gratitude ;  and  for  the 
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Le  jeune  marquis  avait 
ete 

6  fevrier  1778,  la  plus 
vieille  monarchic  de  I'Eu- 
rope,  qui  avait  derriere 
elie  huit  siecles  de  com- 
bats et  de  gloire,  venait  de 
faire  alliance  avec  la  jeune 
republique  qui  etait  nee, 
il  n'y  avait  pas  encore  deux 
ans,  sur  les  bords  de  la 
Delaware,  et  qui  traversait, 
dans  les  conditions  les  plus 
critiques,  le  douloureux 
enfantement  de  la  liberte. 

Lelundi  I3avril  1778, 
la  population  de  Toulon 
vit  un  admirable  spectacle. 
A  la  tm  d'une  belle  jour- 
nee  de  printemps,  vers  six 
heures  et  demi  du  soir,  a 
'.ifaveurd'un  vent  frais  qui 

soufflait  de  la  terre,  douze  vaisseaux  de  haut  bord 
et  cinq  fregates,  dans  un  ordre  parfait,  sortirent  de 
la  rade.  Le  Commandant  en  chef  etait  le  vice- 
amiral  comte  d'Estaing ;  il  avait  son  pavilion  a 
bord  du  LangueJoc. 

Vers  quelle  destination  I'escadre  de  d'Estaing 
avait-elle  pris  la  mer  ?  Vers  Brest,  disait-on,  oil 
I'on  (aisait  a  la  meme  epoque  un  grand  armement 
maritime.  Officiers  et  marins  ignoraient  eux-memes 
pour  quelle  destination  ils  etaient  partis.  Le 
20  mai  seulement,  quand  I'escadre  avait  franchi 
le  detroit  de  Gibraltar  et  qu'elle  se  trouvait  a 
40  lieues  au  large  des  cotes  portugaises,  le  but  de 
I'expedition  fut  officiellement  revele.  L'amiral  fit 
signaler  aux  comni.andants  d'ouvrir  leurs  plis 
cachetes  ;  ils  surent  alors  qu'ils  allaient  en  Ame- 
rique.  .A  bord  du  Languedoc.  les  choses  se  pas- 
serent  en  grande  pompe.  L'aumonier  avait  solen- 
nellement  beni  un  (aisceau  d'armes  et  celebre  la 
messe  ;  d'Estaing  et  son  etat-major  y  assistaieni, 
en  grand  uniforme.  Un  passager  qui  avait  ete 
embarque  a  Toulon  sous  un  nom  suppose,  fut 
presente  sous  son  vrai  nom  ;  c'etait  Gerard  de 
Rayneval,  ministre  plenipotentiaire  de  Sa  Majeste 
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Americans,  who.-n  we 
have  always  had  the  joy  of 
knowing  as  our  friends  and 
whom  today  we  are  proud 
to  call  our  Allies,  this  wor- 
ship of  La  Fayette  has 
become  almost  the  cult  of 
France  itself. 

The  young  Marquis  was 
really  a  forerunner,  for  on 
February  6th,  1778,  the 
most  ancient  monarchy  in 
Europe,  with  eight  cen- 
turies of  struggle  and  of 
glory  behind  it,  entered 
into  an  alliance  with  the 
young  republic  which  had 
only  existed  for  two  years, 
and  which  under  the  most 
critical  conditions  was 
passing  through  the  pains 
attendant  on  the  birth  of 
liberty. 
On  Monday,  the  1  3th  o(  April,  1 778,  the  popula- 
tion of  Toulon  witnessed  an  admirable  spectacle. 
At  the  end  of  a  beautiful  spring  day,  towards  half 
past  six  in  the  evening,  twelve  men-of-war  and  five 
frigates,  favoured  by  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  land, 
emerged  from  the  harbour  in  perfect  order.  The 
Commander-in-Chief  wasVice-Admiral  the  Comte 
d'Estaing,  and  his  flagship  was  the  "Languedoc  ■ 
For  what  distant  goal  was  this  squadron  bound  ? 
For  Brest,  some  people  thought,  where  at  that 
time  great  naval  matters  were  going  forward.  Both 
officers  and  sailors  alike  were  ignorant  of  their 
real  objective.  Only  on  the  20th  of  May,  when 
the  squadron  had  passed  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar 
and  was  already  40  leagues  from  the  coast  of 
Portugal,  was  the  destination  of  the  expedition 
officially  revealed.  The  admiral  then  instructed 
his  commanders,  by  signal,  to  open  their  sealed 
instructions;  and  they  knew  then  for  the  first  time 
that  they  were  bound  for  America.  On  board 
the  "  Languedoc  "  things  were  going  on  with  great 
ceremony.  The  ship's  chaplain  had  solemnly 
blessed  the  piled  arms  on  board,  and  celebrated 
Mass,  d'Estaing  and  his  staff  being  present  in  lull 
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Tic*  Chietic-nnc  auprr»  du  Congies ;  eel  Alsacien 
rlul  Ic  premiei  ambasMdeur  dr  France  aux 
Lj»i»-Lni». 

Quand  d'Eftding  a>ail  roouille  dans  Irs  eaux 
antencAinr*.  le  General  en  Che(  de  TArmce  dcs 
EtaU-Ums  lui  avail  ecril  une  letlrc  Ires  chaleureuse. 
«  L'arrivce  sur  noire  cole.  diMil-ii,  d'unc  liolte 
•ppartenanl  a  Sa  Majesle  Tres  Chrebenne  est  un 
e\cnement  qui  me  rend  Ires  heureux. »  Cc»  senti- 
ments de  Vl'ashington  elaicnt  ccux  de  tous  les 
Americains :  ils  ie  manifes- 
(ercnl  de  la  maniere  la  plus 
Vive  dans  la  reception  qui 
(ul  lajte,  Ic  23  seplembre.  par 
la  municipalile  de  Boston  a 
ramiral  franvais  et  aux  ofliciers 
dc  son  cscadrc.  A  la  fin  dun 
grand  banquet,  vingt-lrois  san- 
ies lurenl  portees  pour  les 
personnes  el  pour  les  choscs 
qui  intrressaient  {'alliance  des 
deux  pa)^  ;  I'exuljerann-  di' 
ce»  lodslK  clail  le  lemoignagc 
de  la  cordialite  dans  laquclli- 
Iralernisait-nt  les  marins  de 
Louis  X\'i  el  les  compaliiutes 
dc  Washington  : 

«  A  TAmerique! 

'  Au  roi  de  France  ! 

«  Au  Congrcs  ! 

•  A  la  llotte  (ran^aise  ! 
«  Au  General  Washington 

el  a  rarmee  americaine  ! 

•  A  I'lndcpcndance  de  I'Amenque  I 
«  A  I'alliance  de  la   France  el  de  rAmerique, 

ijui  ne  soil  jamais  interrompue  I 

«  Au  minisire  de  France  aupres  du  Congres  ! 

«  A   M.    frantlin.    Ministre   d'Amcrique   a   la 
cour  de  France ! 

'  A  ramitir  de  Is  France  et  dc  la  liberie  I 

•  Au  commerce,  arts  el  agriculture  ! 
A  M.  d'Oivilliern  et  a  loulc  .son  armee  ! 

\  M  le  Ciomie  d'Fjitaing  el  tous  les  ofliciers  de 
Irncadte  IranQsise  qui  est  dans  le  Havre  dc  Boston' 

•  Au  President  du  Conseil  el  a  lous  les  Ame 
riKins  ici  (<rcsenl*  ! 
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Cetird  de  Raynrval 
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unilorm.  A  passenger  vkho  had  been  taken  on 
board  at  Toulon,  under  an  assumed  name  wa 
now  presented  under  his  real  name  this  was 
Gerard  de  Rayneval,  His  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty's plenipotentiary  to  the  American  Congress. 
This  Alsatian  was  in  (act  the  first  French  Ambas- 
sador 10  the  L  nited  Stales. 

After    d'Estaing   had    anchored    in    American 
waters,  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  United 
Stales'  armv   wrote  to  him   in   very   warm  terms 
as  follows  :    "The  arrival  on 
our  shores  of  a  fleet  belonging 
to  His  Most  Christian  Majesly 
is  an  event  which  fills  me  with 
joy."    These    feelings  of 
W  ashington  were  alike  those 
of  all   .-\mericans.     I  hey    ex- 
pressed   them    in    the    most 
striking  manner  at  the  recep- 
tion given  on  thf  25th  of  Sep- 
tember, by  the  Municipality  of 
l^osliiii.  luihc  I  ri-neli  .Admiral 
.(lid     Id    the    Officeis    of    his 
squadron.    Ai  the  close  of  the 
banquet  twenty -three  different 
healths  \%  ere  proposed  in  con- 
nection with  the  alliance  bet- 
ween the  two  countries.   The 
very  warmth  with  which  these 
toasts  were  drunk  was  evidence 
of  the  cordiality   with   which 
the  sailors  of  Louis  XVI  and 
the  fellow-countrymen  of  Washington  fraternized 
with  one  another : 
"  America  ! 
"  The  King  of  France  I 

The  Congress  ! 
"  The  French  fleet  I 

"  General  Washington  and  the  .American  army  I 
America's  Independence  ! 
The  .Alliance  between  Frame  ,ind  .America, 
which  will  never  be  broken  ! 

"  The  French  Minister  to  the  Congress  ! 
Mr   Franklin.  .American  Mini.ster  in  France! 
The  Friendship  of  France  and  Liberty! 
"  Commerce,  Agru  ullurr  and  Arts  ' 
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«  A  Mgf  le  due  de  Chartres  ! 

«  A  la  reine  de  France ! 

«  A  M.  du  ChafUlt ! 

«  A  M.  le  marquis  de  La  Fayette ! 

<  A  la  marine  el  aux  vaisseaux  americains ! 

«  A  toutes  les  femmes  et  filles  qui  ont  perdu 
leurs  maris  et  amants  dans  la  bonne  cause  ! 

<  A  M.  le  due  de  Choiseul ! 
*  A  M.  de  Sartine  ! 

«  A  M.  de  Maurepas  !  » 
Le  II  Juillet  1780  une  autre  escadre  fran(;aise 
de  sept  vaisseaux  et  trois  fregates,  avec  un  convoi 
de  trente-six  transports,  mouillait  dans  la  baie  de 
Rhode  Island.  C'etait  I'escadre  de  Ternay,  elle 
escortait  I'armee,  de  six  a  sept  mille  hommes,  qui 
etait  sous  les  ordres  du  lieutenant  general  Comte 
de  Rochambeau.  «  Nous  venons,  dit  Rochambeau, 
aux  magistrals  du  pays,  defendre  avec  vous  la  plus 
juste  cause.  Comptez  sur  nos  sentiments  fraternels 
et  traitez-nous  en  freres...  Cette  petite  arraee  fran- 
(;aise  n'est  qu'une  avant-garde ;  elle  sera  bientot 
suivie  de  secours  plus  considerables.  » 

Rochambeau  avail,  pour  le  moment,  conduit  en 
Amerique,  quatre  regiments,  Bourbonnais,  Sois- 
sonnais.  Royal  Deux-Ponts,  Saintonge,  qui  sont 
aujourd'hui  le  13'  d'infa'nterie,  le  40',  le  82',  le 
99*,  sans  compter  les  volontaires  de  la  legion  de 
Lauzun,  el  des  compagnies  du  regiment  de  Metz 
qui  est  aujourd'hui  le  19''  d'artillene.  Les  autres 
combattants  de  I'armee  fran^aise  qui  ont  traverse 
I'Atlantique  pour  la  cause  de  la  liberie,   apparte- 

naient  aux  regiments  d'Agenois,  de  Gatinais  ou  de 

Royal   Auvergne, 

de  Touraine,    de 

Hainault,  de  Foix, 

aujourd'hui  le  16' 

d'infanterie,  le  18', 

le  33',  le  50«,  le 

83',  et  au  regiment 

d'Auxonne,  au- 
jourd'hui le  3' 

d'artillerie. 

Quel      litre 

d'honneur  pour 

ces  vaillants  regi- 
ments qui  combat- 
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Devant    I'Hotel -de  -  Ville 

de  Paris:  les  rejoulssinces 

de  la  paix. 


"  Mr.  d'Orviliiers  and  his  ,irmy  ! 

"  The  Comte  d'Estaing  and  all  the  officers  of 
the  French  squadron  now  lying  in  Boston 
Harbour ! 

"  The  President  of  the  Council  and  to  all 
Americans  here  present ! 

"  His  Grace  the  Due  de  Chartres ! 

"  The  Queen  of  France  ! 

"  Mr.  de  Chaffault ! 

"  The  Marquis  de  La  Fayette ! 

"  1  he  American  Navy  ! 

"  All  women  and  girls  who  have  lost  their 
husbands  or  lovers  for  the  good  cause  I 

"  The  Due  de  Choiseul! 

"  M.  de  Sartine  ! 

"  Mr.  de  Maurepas  ! '" 

On  I  Ith  of  July,  1780,  a  further  French  squa- 
dron of  seven  men-of-war  and  three  frigates, 
with  a  convoy  of  thirtv-six  transports,  anchored 
in  Rhode  Island  bay.  This  wa.s  Ternay's  squadron 
escorting  an  army  of  between  6000  and  7(X)0 
men,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant-General  the 
Comte  de  Rochambeau.  "We  have  come,"  said 
Rochambeau,  to  the  officials  who  received  him, 
"in  order  to  defend  along  with  you  the  most  just 
of  all  causes.  Reckon  upon  our  feelings  of 
friendship  and  treat  us  as  brothers...  This  little 
French  army  is  only  an  advance  guard.  It  will 
soon  be  followed  by  assistance  on  a  larger  scale." 

Rochambeau  had,  for  the  moment,   come   to 
America  with  four  regiments:  those  of  Bourbon- 
nais. Soissonnais,  Royal  Deux-Ponts,  and  Sain- 
tonge, which  have 
now  become    the 


13th,  40th,  82nd, 
and  99th  infantry 
regiments;  without 
reckoning  the 
volunteers  of  the 
"  Legion  de  Lau- 
zun" and  certain 
companies  of  the 
Metz  Regiment, 
which  IS  now  the 
19th  Artillery 
Regiment.  The 
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In  tronl  of  the  Hotel -de - 

Ville,  Paris  .  peace  rejoic- 
ings 
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irnt  drpuu  Ic  moit  d'koul  1*^14  pour  I*  librrtc 
dr  U  France  ^t  du  mond«,  dc  sc  rapp«lrr  qur 
Irura  dr«[>««iu  se  soni  deployes  )adis  a  co(« 
dn  cloilcs  drs  Ejsts-Lait,  syrobolrs  d«  la  libcilr 
tmrncaiQp  !  1!»  f>euvcnt  se  glonfier  d'avoir  tou- 
jour* cir  \tt  koldals  dr  la  liberie.  Deja  en 
1780,  ill  avaient  rencontie  dcvani  eux  des 
Allemands :  c'etaieni  ces  Hessois  et  autres  Boches 
que  leurs  prince*  a\aient  loues  a  TAnglelerre. 
D'un  cole,  ceux  que  I'eloqucnce  de  .Mirabcau 
appelait  les  Mietliles  mercenaires  d'un  odieux 
deapotisme  :  de  I'aulre,  ceux  qui  defendaieni  la 
plus  (usie  des  causes  el  donnaient  le  plus  noble 
des  exemples  A  ceni  Irentesepl  ans  de  distance, 
i'hwioiie  se  recommence  ou  se  continue,  si  ce 
n'e«l  qu'en  1780,  les  escadres  el  les  regiments 
de  France  traverserent  les  mer.s  pour  aller  se 
battre  en  .-Xmerique.  el  qu'en  1917  ce  sont  les 
escadres  et  les  regiments  d'Amerique  qui  com- 
mencenl  a  traverser  les  mers  pour  venir  se  battre 
en  France. 

On  rapporte  que  Franklin  avail  demande  a 
Frederic  II  d'accorder  des  secours  a  sa  palrie. 
«  A  quoi  les  emploierez-vous,  demanda  le  prede- 
cesseur    de   Guillaume    U.  A    conquerir    la 

liberie.  —  Je  suis  roi.  avail  replique  le  Hohen- 
zoUem  de  Berlin  ;  Irouvez  bon  que  je  n'en  gale 
p&f  le  metier.  » 

Oui.  il  est  diverses  manieres  de  comprendrc  le 
metier  de  roi.  II  y  a  la  maniere  d'un  Frederic  II. 
qui  imagine  et  qui  execute  froidemeni,  en  1773, 
I'assassinat  de  la  Pologne  ;  il  y  a  la  maniere  d'un 
Louis  XVI,  qui,  en  1778,  fail  alliance  avecja 
Rrpubli'jue  des  Elals-Unis,  en  declarant  que  la 
France  ne  recevrait  aucune  indemnite,  ni  lerrito- 
riale,  ni  financiere  pour  sa  cooperation  el  ses 
sacridces.  La  France  riait  comme  La  Fayette, 
elie  elail  comme  le  pur  chevalier  des  temps 
heroiiques ;  elle  se  batlait  pour  la  liberie  el  pour 
la  gloire. 

De  nos  )our»,  il  y  a  la  manierr  d'un  Albert  I", 
le  roi  sans  peur  et  sans  reproche  qui,  dans  unc 
null  Iragique,  s'esl  dcflarc  prct  a  delrndre,  quoi- 
qu'il  pill  arriver,  I'honneur  et  les  droits  du  peuple 
bclgr  II  >  a  It  maniere  d'un  Georges  V  ()ui  croil 
•  ux   chiKons    de    papier,   qui    Imt    honncur   a    s,i 
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other   units  o(   the   French   army   whic      crossed         ""   "^  ' 

the   .Atlantic  in  the  cause  of  Liberty  belonged  to 

the  regiments  of  .Agenois,  of  Galinais  or   Royal 

Auvergne.  of  Touraine,  Hainault,  and  Foix  (novi- 

the  16th  Infantry  Regiment,  the   I8lh.  33rd,  50lh 

and  83rd)  and  also  to  the  Regiment  of  Auxonne, 

now  the  3rd  .Artillery  Regiment. 

What  an  honour  for  these  valiant  men.  vvho 
since  .August  1914  have  been  fighting  for  the  liberty 
of  France  and  of  the  world,  to  remember  that  their 
colours  once  flew  beside  the  banner  of  the  United 
Stales,  the  symbol  of  American  liberty  !  They 
can  take  pride  in  having  always  been  the  soldiers 
of  liberty.  Already  in  1780  they  had  found  them- 
selves faced  by  Germans :  Hessians  and  other 
troops  in  the  pay  of  England.  On  one  side  those 
whom  the  eloquence  of  Mirabeau  described  as 
the  "mercenary  satellites  of  a  hateful  despotism;" 
on  the  other,  those  who  were  defending  the 
Right  and  selling  the  noblest  of  examples.  One 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  years  Liter,  history  is 
repeating  itself;  and  if  no  longer  as  in  1780  the 
squadrons  and  regiments  of  France  cross  the  seas 
to  fight  in  America,  in  1917  the  squadrons  and 
regiments  of  .America  begin  to  cross  the  ocean  to 
fight  upon  the  soil  of  France. 

The  story  goes  that  Franklin  had  requested 
Frederick  II  to  come  to  help  his  country.  "  How 
will  you  make  use  of  my  help?"  asked  William  Il's 
predecessor.  "To  win  liberty."  "I  am  a  king," 
replied  the  Hohenzollern  of  Berlin:  "and  1  think 
you  will  quite  understand  that  1  cannot  join  with 
you  to  undermine  my  own  trade." 

^  es.  there  are  various  fashions  of  interpreting 
a  king's  part.  There  is  the  fashion  of  Frederi  k  II, 
who  in  1773  conceived  and  executed  quite 
coolly  (he  murder  of  Poland;  there  is  the  method 
of  Louis  XVI  who,  in  1778,  allied  himself  with 
the  Republic  of  the  United  States,  declaring  at  the 
same  time  that  France  would  receive  no  indemnity, 
whether  territorial  or  financial,  for  its  co-operation 
and  its  sacrifices.  France  was  like  La  Fayette 
himself,  like  the  brave  knight  of  olden  times,  fight- 
ing for  liberty  and  for  glory.  In  our  own  lime,  we 
have  the  style  of  Albert  I,  the  king  "sans  peur  et 
sans  reproche, "  who,  on  a  tragic  night,  declared 


I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

li 

K 
it 


i 


1/'' 
I 

I 


I 
I 

♦  irJii 


•♦♦(•♦♦^•♦♦♦♦♦♦♦•♦♦♦•♦M»f»f»»n^M»»M»»fM»i 


»J 


'm 


**>%' 

/. 


■.;.'  -EtS.  •r:*v,v.',;-^<»;..-~.5 

...      r  .■  -Ifc^ 


■  « 


^•li"i»Hi»»*<«H««H*«Oi«m»U»»»ft«H»»»tt—Ht»»f**tM»Ht*»H»M»»fM»f»*Vii*' 


? 
i 
I 
I 


I 

T 
f 


signature,  qui  mobilise  les  escadres  et  les  armees 
de  la  tenace  Angleterre  pour  le  droit  et  pour  la 
Liberie.  11  y  a  la  maniere  d'un  Victor-Emmanuel  111, 
qui  s'est  fait  champion  des  traditions  liberatrices 
de  ritalie.  11  y  a  ia  maniere  d'un  Ferdinand  I", 
qui  a  declare  qu'il  n'etait  pas  un  Hohenzollern, 
mais  qu'il  elait  le  roi  des  Roumains.  II  y  a  la 
maniere  d'un  Pierre  I"  qui  a  parlage  les  malheurs 
sans  nom  et  rheroVsme  du  peuple  serbe,  et  qui  a 
confie  a  son  fils  le  soin  de  leur  commune  ven- 
geance. Empires,  royaumes  et  republiques,  il  n'est 
pour  les  allies  d'Europe,  d'Asie  et  d'Amerique 
qu'une  seule  guerre,  la  guerre  de  I'mdependance, 
la  guerre  de  la  vie  na- 
tionale,  la  guerre  du 
droit.  «  Le  droit  apres 
tout    n'est    qu'un    mot, 

disait  un  jour  Montalem- 

bert,  qui  parlait  des  mal- 
heurs   de    la     Pologne, 

mais   c'est    un    mot    im- 

mortel,    c'est    unc   (orce 

gue  rien  n'etouilo.  (jiii  vit 

dans  le  fond  des  cceurs, 

qui    y    brule,    qui    y    vit 

comme  une   flamme    in 

extinguible,    et    c'est    a 

cette   flamme    que    Dieu 

allumera  un  jour  I'lncen- 

die  de  sa  justice  et  de  sa 

vengeance.  » 
Dans  une  circonstance 

solennelle,     qui     decida 

du  Iriomphe  de  la  liberie 

americaine,  les  soldats  et 

les  marins  de  la  France 

s^  trouverent  reunis  aux 

miliciens  des  Etats-Unis 

C'etait  au  mois  de  sep- 

tembre  et  d'octobre  1 78 1 . 

sur   les   bords   de    la 

Chesapeake 

L'armee  de  Rocham- 

beau,  fointe  aux  milices  de 

Washington,  etait  partie 

par    terre    de   Nev^porl ; 


himself  ready  to  defend  at  any  cost  the  honour 
and  the  rights  of  the  Belgian  people.  1  here  is  the 
style  of  George  V.  who  c/oes  believe  in  "scraps  of 
paper"  and  who  honours  a  signature  and  mobilises 
England's  squadrons  and  armies  for  Right  and  for 
Liberty.  There  is  the  style  of  Victor-Emmanuel  111  , 
who    has   made   himself    the    champion   of   llie 
freedom-loving  traditions  of  Italy ;  and  of  Ferdi- 
nand 1.,  who  declared  that  before  being  a  Hohen- 
zollern he  was  the  King  of  the  Rumanian  people ; 
there  is  the  method,  too,  of  Peter  1.  who  .shared 
the  indescribable  misfortunes  and  heroisms  of  the 
Serbian  people,  and  who  confided  to  his  son  the 
task    01    their    common 
vengeance.      Empires, 
kingdoms  and  republics, 
there  is  for  the  Allies  of 
Europe,  of  Asia  and  of 
America  but   one  single 
war :     the    war    of    in- 
dependence, of  national 
life    and    of    right   itself. 
■'After  all,  right  is  only  a 
word,"     Montalembert 
once  said  when  speaking 
of     the    misfortunes     of 
Po'and,  but  it  is  an  im- 
mortal   word,    a    power 
which  nothing  can  over- 
come, to  be  found  alive  in 
every  heart,  burning  there 
like  an  unquenchable 
flame,  by  which  one  day 
God  will  set   alight  his 
Histice  and  his  vengeance. 
On  a  solemn  occasion 
which    was    the    turning 
point   in  the  triumph   of 
American    liberty,   the 
soldiers    and    sailors    ol 
France  found  themselves 
in  company  with  the  mili- 
tia of  the  United  Stales  ; 
It  was  in  September  and 
October    1781.  on    the 
banks  of  the  Chesapeake. 
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\^K  marechal  dc  Rochainbcau 
Field-Matslial  dc  Rochambeau 
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eWe   avail   parcouru   a   pt*d    rfnomn*  distance, 
hmt  cents  kilometres,  qui  separe  le  Rhode  Island 
et  la  \'irpnie.  A  Phiiadelphie.  on  lui  avai!  (ait 
uoe  reception  enlhousiaste.  Les  maisons  elaient 
pavoisees   aux   coulcurs    des  deux  nations ;    les 
acclamations  ne  ceswient  sur  le  passage  de  nos 
troupes.  En  arrivanl  a  Chester,  sur  les  bords  de  la 
Delaware.  Rochambeau  vit  venif  a  lui  W  ashing- 
lon  ;  ce  n'etait  plus  1^  grave  et  (roid  \^'ash  nglon, 
car  il  agitait  son  chapeau  avec  des  gestes  de  joie, 
comme  un  enlani  qui  vient  d'apprendre  une  heu- 
reuse  nouvelle ;  la  grandi 
nouvelle.  c'elait  Tarriv -e  i 
I'entree  de  la  Chesap.  ak' 
de  I'escadre  du  comic  dr 
Crasse.  lorte  de  vingt 
hull  vaisseaux;  li-  v.iissrau 
amiral    elail    la    Ville   dt 
Paris,  dont  les   batteries 
porlaieni    tent    canons 
veritable    super-dread- 
nought de  I'epoque. 

Alors  commenccrciil  les 
operations  de  lerre  et  d'- 
met  qui  aboulirenl  I' 
l9oclobie  1781.  a  la  capi 
lulation  d  'York  Town  , 
6.000  hommes.  1.500  ma- 
Iclots  avaieni  du  se  rendre ; 
lis  avaicnl  defile  devant 
les  troupes  franco -ameri- 
caines  en  abandonnant 
22  drapeaux,  1 60  pieces  de 

canons.  8  mortiers.  Washington  cxprimail  sa  re- 
connaissance au  comie  de  Grasse  en  ces  Icrmes  : 
•  Li  rrddilion  d'York,  qui  a  valu  tani  de  gloire  el 
!"■  prodi  aux  .allies  el  doni  I'honncur  revient  a 
\  otre  txcellence,  a  grandemeni  drpaxse  noire 
plus  ardenle  attenle  ». 

Miliciens  de  Washington,  troupes  regulieres  de 
Rochambeau.  volonlaires  de  Lau/un.  compagnons 
de  L»  ra)xllc.  el^ln  majors  el  eqiiipagrji  du 
comIe  dc  CrasAe.  lous  avaienl  rivalise  d'endu- 
f»nce.  dVntrain  et  daudace.  Sur  lerre  el  sur 
met.  un  m<-mr  mpni  |p»  jivail  animrn  ;  lU  elaient 
'"lun    reaolu*.    nohlen     dr    France    r\    p'-bricns 


l^c  genrral  Waihinglon         General  Wasliingtnn 


Rochambeau's  army,  in  company  with  Wash- 
ington's militia,  had  left  Newport  by  the  land 
route,  and  covered  on  fool  the  enormous  distance 
of  500  miles,  separating  Rhode  island  from 
X'irginia.  At  Philadelphia  ihey  met  with  an 
enthusiastic  reception.  The  houses  were  draped 
with  flags  of  both  nations,  and  there  was  end- 
less cheenng  during  the  passage  of  our  troops. 
On  arriving  at  Chester,  on  the  banks  of  the  Dela- 
ware, Rochambeau  fell  in  with  Washington 
himself,  no  longer  a  grave  and  cold  Vi  ashmgton. 
for  he  was  jubilantly  wav- 
ing his  hat.  like  a  boy  who 
has  justheard  somepleasant 
news.  In  his  case,  the  good 
new.s  was  the  arrival  at  the 
nioulh  of  the  Chesapeake 
of  a  squadron  of  28  vessels 
undertheComtedeGras.se, 
whose  flagship  was  "  La 
Ville  de  Paris  "  equipped 
with  no  fewer  than  100 
>;uns,  a  veritable  super  - 
dreadnought  of  those  days ! 
Then  began  the  land 
and  sea  operations  which 
ended,  on  October  19th, 
1781.  by  the  capitulation 
of  Yorktown,  where  6000 
soldiers  and  5000  sailors 
surrendered.  The  prisoners 
marched  past  in  front  of 
the  Franco- American 
troops,  abandoning  at  the  same  time  22  flags.  160 
guns  and  8  mortars.  Washington  expressed  his 
gratitude  to  the  Comte  de  Gras,se  in  these  terms  : 
"The  glorious  surrender  of  Yorktown.  of  which 
the  honour  belongs  to  your  F.xcellency,  ,ind  which 
must  prove  of  such  advantage  to  the  .Allies,  has 
very  greatly  surpas-sed  our  mo.sl  ardent  hopes." 
XX'ashinglon's  militia,  the  regular  troops  of 
Rothambe.iu.  the  Lauzun  volunteers,  comjianions 
of  l,a  f-aye||e.  ihe  general  staff  and  ciew,s  of 
ComIe  de  Grasse,  all  had  vied  with  one  .inolhet 
in  endurance  and  audacity  f^olh  on  land 
and    sea    ihr    were   moved    bv   one   spirit.      All, 
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I         d'Amerique,  veterans  H     k«M^iVf-^~   j, 


)eunes   recrues,   a 


lutter 
jusqu'au  bout,  jusqu'a  la     g 
victoire   finale.    Nous   a 
qui  la  Marne  et   r\ser, 
Verdun   et    la   Somme, 
les  falaises  de  Vimy  el 
les  bords  de  I'Aisne,  les 
plaines    de   Champagne 
et  les  torets  des  V'osges. 
font  gouter  les  fruits  de 
la  victoire,  ces  fruits  qui 
peuvent   s'acheter    cher, 
mais   dont  la  saveur  est 
enivrante,  nous  compre- 
nons  la  joie,  la  genercusc 
ivresse   de   ces  vaillants 
de    France   et  d'Ameri- 
que ;  lis  avaient  combattu 
pour  deux  causes  saintes ; 
ils  avaient  fait  triompher 
deux   causes  saintes :   la 
liberte  et  I'honneur. 

Comme  la  France  de 
Louis  XVI  avait  donne  son  argent  et  son  sang 
pour  la  croisade  americaine,  I'Amerique  du 
president  Wilson  donne  aujourd'hui  son  argent 
et  son  sang  pour  la  croisade  que  les  peuples 
libres  doivent  soutenir  contre  I'oppression  et  la 
brutalite  germaniques.  La  Fayette  avait  dit  : 
« Nulle  ambition,  nul  interel  particulier.  Le  bon- 
heur  de  I'ATierique  est  intimement  lie  au  bonheur 
de  toute  I'humanite'.  De  meme,  les  Etafs-Unis 
disent  a  leur  tour  :  «  Nulle  ambition,  nul  interet 
particulier.  Le  bonheur  de  la  France  est  intime- 
ment lie  au  bonheur  de  toute  I'humaniteo. 

Des  le  premier  jour  de  la  guerre,  le  coeur  de 
I'Amerique,  comme  le  cceur  de  La  Fayette  s'etait 
enrole  Les  Etats-Unis  ont  commence  par  nous 
donner  sans  compter  les  secours  de  leurs  oeuvres 
de  bienfaisance;  ils  ont  commence  par  nous 
envoyer  les  legions  admirables  de  leurs  medecins 
et  de  leurs  infirmieres,  les  escadrilles  d<-  leurs 
aviateurs.  Fant  de  temoignages  de  reconlort, 
materiel  el  moral,  ne  leur  ont  pas  suffi.  Voici  qu  a 
present   lis  s'avancent   en   arme.s;  voici  que  leurs 


Le  general  de  La   Fayelle. 


whether   patricians  of 
France  or   plebeians  of 
.America,  whether  vete- 
rans  or   young   recruits, 
had  but  one  resolve     to 
fight    until    victory    had 
been  achieved.  We  know 
the  taste  of  the  fruits  of 
\  Ictory    through   our 
struggles   on  the   Marne 
and  the  Yser,  at  Verdun 
and    on    the   Somme,    a 
Vimy's  Ridge  and  on  the 
banks   of   the  Aisne,  in 
the  plains  of  Champagne 
and  in  the  forests  of  the 
Vosges,     we  know  how 
expensive  those  fruits  are 
and  how   intoxicating  is 
their  flavour !  We  under- 
stand the  joy,  the  gene- 
rous intoxication  of  those 
valiant    Frenchmen    and 
.Americans,  they  who  had 
fought  for  two  sacred  causes :  Liberty  and  Honour, 
and  who  had  made  them  triumph. 

Just  as  France  in  the  time  of  Louis  XVI  had 
spent  both  her  money  and  her  blood  for  the 
American  crusade.  America  is  today  spending 
both  her  money  and  her  blood  for  the  crusade 
which  the  free  peoples  of  the  world  have  to  fight 
against  German  oppression  and  brutality  ;  and  just 
as  La  Fayette  had  said  "No  ambition  and  no  private 
interests !  The  happiness  of  America  is  bound  up 
with  the  happiness  of  the  whole  mankind,"  the 
United  States  are  saying  now  :  "  No  ambition  and 
no  private  interests  '  The  happiness  of  France  is 
connected  with  the  happiness  of  the  mankind." 
From  the  first  day  of  the  present  war.  the  heart 
of  .America,  like  the  heart  of  La  Fayette,  has  been 
enli.sted  in  the  strugeif  The  L'nited  States  began 
by  giving  us,  without  stint,  the  help  of  their  works 
of  charity  :  they  began  by  sending  us  splendid 
legions  of  doctors  and  nurses,  and  squadrons  of 
their  air-craft.  .So  many  signs  of  material  and  of 
moral  comfort  were  not  enough  lor  them.     Now 


General  de  La   f-ayette. 
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(xinniffcs  \ienncni  sf  planter  a  cole  des  nolrcs, 
rn  lerre  lr»rnai»e   Dm  deux  cotes  de  rAtlantique 

n  attendail  ce  )our:  on  uvail  bien  que,  tot  ou 
tjrd.  ce  )our  »e  leverail  sui  le  monde. 

Pourquoi,  en  e((el.  Francais  el  AngL.is,  Beiges 
'•I  llaliens.  Portugais  el  Roumains,  Scrbes  el 
Montenegrins.  Russes  el  Japonais.  pourquoi  ont- 
ils  pns  les  armes,  sinon  pour  les  droits  de  I'huma- 
nite }  Les  ElaU-L'nis,  qui  onl  ete  depuis  leur 
-^rigine  la  terre  de  la  liberie  el  du  droit  n'attendaient 
(ue  leui  heurc  pour  s'mscrire  parmi  les  champions 
de  celte  cause  oil  loutes  les  nations  sont  inte- 
ressees.  Cloire  a  ces  nouveaux  soldats  de  la  civi- 
lisation I  Cloire  a  ces  nouveaux  defenseurs  de  la 
grande  cause  des  peuples  !  Gloire  a  ceux  qui  se 
diesseni  pour  la  victoire  du  droit! 

Parmi  les  toasts  qui  (urent  portes  au  banquet 
de  Boston  en  1778,  en  Thonneur  des  marins  de 
France  et  des  soldats  d'Amerique,  il  en  est  un 
qui  est  toujours  de  circonstance,  car  il  traduit  a 
merveille  les  sentiments  de  sympathie  de  nos 
deux  pays.  «  A  I'alliance  de  la  France  et  de 
I'Amrrique  qui  ne  soit  jamais  interrompue  ! » 


they  arrive  in  armed  strength,  their  banners  float- 
ing by  the  side  of  ours  upon  French  soil.  On 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  (his  day  was  expected. 
We  knew  well  that  sooner  or  later  this  day  would 
dawn  upon  the  world.  For  what  cause  have 
French  and  English,  Belgians  and  Italians,  Portu- 
guese and  Rumanians,  Serbs  and  Montenegrins. 
Russians  and  Japanese,  for  what  reason  have  they 
taken  up  arms,  if  not  for  the  rights  of  humanity  ? 
America  which  from  the  very  first  has  been  the 
land  of  Freedom  and  of  Right,  only  wailed  for  the 
time  to  stand  forth  as  the  champion  of  this  cause 
in  which  all  nations  are  involved.  Glory  to  these 
new  soldiers  of  civilization,  glory  to  these  new' 
defenders  of  the  great  cause,  glory  to  those  who 
now  arise  for  the  victory  of  Right  I 

Among  the  healths  which  were  drunk  at  the 
Boston  banquet  in  1778  in  honour  of  the  French 
sailors  and  the.American  soldiers,  there  is  one  which 
still  has  a  meaning,  for  it  translates  in  a  marvellous 
manner  the  feelings  of  sympathy  existing  between 
our  tvk'o  countries :  "  To  the  Alliance  between 
France  and  .'\merica,which  shall  never  be  broken  I" 
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Le    general     Washington.  C<;neral  Washington. 

'  nef    supreme    des    .'orces  commander  in  chief    of   the 

arnencainea.      qui       reprii  American  forces,  who  look 

Boston    le    17.VIarsI776  Boston  on  March  I  7.  I  776. 


Li»  inedaille    a    la   paix  el  The  peace  and  trade  medal 

au  commerce  fiapp<-(' pout  struck   to  commernoiate  the 

coirinicriloiei      la     jouri.ce  4th  of   July    '776 
l»    4    luillel     1776 
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"H  Iranco  •  •mencftinc  Some    rpisodrt    in    the    Franco  -  American    co-operation 

peniiani   la  gu'tie  pnur  I  independance  :  during  the  War  o(  Independence  : 
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0  et  cj    Le  siege  et  la  reddi- 

tion   de   la    ville   de  York,  le 

19  Octobre    1781. 


h)   Le   general  Washington 

commandant    en    chet      les 

armees  ameiicaines. 


a  and  cJ    The  siege  and  sui 

render  of  York-town 

on  October  19th  1781. 


h)    General  Washington, 

chief-commander   of   the 

American  armies. 
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e  capture  of  Pensacola,  on  May  9lh    1781.  when  ttie  I  rench  (ought  o /""■  -V'>^«.v 

bv  the  side  of  the  Americans.  („ .^r,., ./. M''&-.(e  J:U^ 
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L*  Ftyeiie  landing  in  Americ*.  1776. 


.\(^    ()iii(  I    I  )('(riiiici  ill    (  ,ti)i,i  I    I..--.    Mill  .||,  ,1 


Washmgion  qui  assura  Imdependance  des  Etats-Unis.     Washington  who  procuied  independence  (or  the  United  Stale 
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L'aimtT  lovcilie  •  Yoik,  ii«n>  I  Fill  dc 
V'ligiaie.  (ul  conlitinlc  dr  ar  lendie  le 
19  uclobir  1781.  et  dc  icmellrc  •»  dt«- 
p«*u>.  •!»  (irnci  n  ict  muniliont.  L'aimec 
•  icloiirukr  cuit  loui  lc>  otdtct  du  general 
WdhiDHIon  el  de  M    de  Kuchtinbciu. 


The   besieged    aimy    al  York-lown,  V'iiginia, 
was  obliged  lo  give  incK  up  on  Oclobci  19th 
1781,  wilh    iln    flags,    aims,   and    munilions 
rbr    viclotious    army     was     commanded     by 
General    WasKinglon     and    M.    de    Kocliam 
beau. 
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John  Paul  Jones. 

squadron  commander 

in  the  service  of  the 

thirteen  Northern 

American  states 

m  1779. 


]o\  n-Paul  Jones 

Commandant  d'escad.. 

au  service  des  lr»*iz'' 

F.lals  Unis  d'Amenqu 

du  Nord, 

1779 


La  veillee  devant  la  depouiile  de  Paul  Jnn(;s  aux  Invalidt-s,      \  i^il  by  the  side  of  Paul  Jones's  body  a(   ihc  Invalides. 
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Paul    lonrs  s  ashrs  bronffht  io  Pans. 


La  translation  des  ccndrcs  dc  Paul    lones  a  Pans 
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L*  Temple   de  It  P«ix   tignee  <  \  cisaillcs 
Ic  3  leptenibie   1783 


The  Temple  ol  Peace  signed  al  VerMillet 
on  SeDlembei  3td   1783. 
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DISCOURS 

(MMoao  k   14  N»MBblr    166) 

A    I'OCCASION    DE   LA    CONSECRATION 
DU 

c  I  M  RTltRE     NATIONAL 
DE   GEITYSBURG 


II  y  a  qualrc-vingl-srpt  ans,  nos  ancctres  en- 
lanlricnt  sur  cc  continent  unf  nation  nouvelle 
concur  dans  la  liberie  et  quils  ont  dediee  au 
(>rinci|>r  que  tous  leg  hommes  naissent  egaux. 

Nous  voici  aujourd'hui  aux  prises  avec  une 
grande  guerre  civik  qui  demonlrera  si  cette 
nation,  uu  toute  autre  nation  con<;ue  de  la  sorte  et 
drflirr  a  cr  |>tinii|>i-,  peul  lont(lfmps  sr  msinlcnir. 

t-t  aujourd'hui,  nous  nous  somtnes  reunis  ici 
pour  consacrer  un  coin  de  cette  terre  commc 
otnirute  supreme  de  ceux  qui  onl  donne  leur  vie 
pour  la  vie  de  cette  nation  II  est  a  tous  egards 
ronvenable  et  juste  que  nous  (assions  cela.  Mais, 
a  considerer  les  choses  de  plus  haul,  ce  n'esl  pas 
4  nous  d'oKrir,  ce  nest  pas  a  nous  de  consacrer, 
cc  n'cst  pas  a  nous  de  sanctilier  cette  terre ;  les 
heros.  morLs  et  vivanis,  qui  se  soni  battus  pour 
ellc  I'ont  consacree  bien  au-dela  de  notre  faible 
pouvoir  d'exalter  ou  d'amoindrir. 

Le  monde  accordcra  peu  d'altention,  il  ne 
donnera  qu'un  souvenir  ephemere  a  ce  que  nous 
diAons  ici ;  mais  il  ne  pourra  jamais  oublier,  ce 
iue,  eux,  lis  on  (ait. 

Quant  a  nous,  les  vivants,  il  nous  appartient 
plulot  de  continuer  le  labeur  inachevc  qu"ils  ont, 
rux  qui  iutterent  ici,  deja  si  noblemen!  commence; 
"■t  c'est  bien  plutot  a  nous  de  nous  vouer  a  la 
Krande  tache  qui  rcste  a  accomplir,  pour  alfirnier 
ju'a  I'exemple  de  ces  morls  veneres  nous  nous 
I  onsacrons  d'un  ccrur  toujours  plus  ardent  a  celte 
■  »use,  au  service  de  laquclle  ils  onl  (ail  le  sacridce 
-uprrnie,  pour    allirmer    que    nous    sommcs 

liautrmcnt  resolus  a  prouver  que  res  morts  ne  sonI 
\>in   m<)rl^   rn   vain;  pout   aflirmrr   que   cclle 

nation  nailra.  avec   I'aide  de  Diru,  une  seconde 
I'lio   a   l.v   liberie;  poui    niliinuT   '|uc    le  Gou- 

irtnrmrnl    du    peuple,   pai    Ip    peuple,    poui    le 
l»euplr.  nr  Hinp.iraiira  pa^  de  la  terre 


November  19th,  1863. 

ADDRESS 

AT  THE  DEDICATION  OK  THE 

GETTYSBURG    NATIONAL 
CEMETERY 


Fourscore  and  seven  years  ago  our  lathers 
brought  forth  on  this  continent  a  new  nation,  con- 
ceived in  liberty,  and  dedicated  to  the  proposition 
that  all  men  are  created  equal. 

Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great  civil  war, 
testing  whether  that  nation,  or  any  nation  so  con- 
ceived and  so  dedicated,  can  long  endure.  We 
have  come  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  that  field  as  a 
resting-place  for  those  who  here  gave  their  lives 
that  that  nation  might  live.  It  is  altogether  fitting 
and  proper  that  we  should  do  this. 

Bui,  in  a  larger  sense,  we  cannot  dedicate  — 
we  cannot  consecrate  —  we  cannot  hallow  — 
this  ground.  The  brave  men,  living  and  dead, 
who  struggled  here,  have  consecrated  it  far  above 
our  poor  power  to  add  or  detract.  The  world 
will  little  note  nor  long  remember  what  we  say 
here,  but  it  can  never  forget  what  they  did 
here.  It  is  (or  us,  the  living,  rather  to  be 
dedicated  here  to  the  unfinished  work  which 
they  who  (ought  here  have  thus  far  so  nobly 
advanced. 

It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the 
great  task  remaining  before  us  that  from  these 
honored  dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to 
that  cause  for  which  they  gave  the  last  full 
measure  of  devotion  ;  that  we  here  highly  resolve 
that  these  dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain ; 
that  this  nation,  under  God,  shall  have  a  new 
birth  of  freedom;  and  that  Government  of  the 
people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people,  shall  not 
perish  from  the  earlh. 

Abraham  LINCOLN. 
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Abt.iham  Lincoln, 
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L=  prisiden.  L.ncoln.  londateu,  de  run,.e  amcr.camc 


Pr.„drnl  L.ncoln.  founder  ol  Americ.n  Un.ty. 
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Le  preiidcnt  Wilton  listn(  un  rnonagc 
devaai  le  coDgice. 


Ptesidcnl  Wilson  reading  a  message 
to  Cungtets. 


Dm  ritoycnd  amrricainx  ncs  sur  un  aulrr  sol.y 
mam  auxi|U<-lx  noK  gcnrrrusrs  lois  dr  nalur.ilisa- 
linn  ronlcrcnl  loulcs  tins  libcrtrs  en  AmcTK|ue, 
nnl  vrrnc  Ir  poison  et  la  Irahi.son  dans  Ics  artcrcs 
mrmm  dr  noire  vir  nnlionalr...  I^cur  nombrr  est 
aiRc/  grand  pour  avoir  devrrsc  sur  nous  unc 
lionlr  proiondr  r\  pour  avoir  rendu  neccssairc 
■|ur  nou!<  ayons  promplrmrnt  rrcours  aux  pro- 
crde*  dp  la  loi.  alin  dc  Ics  gurrir  dr  Irur  maladic 
'l:>nprrrus'- 


There  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  born 
under  other  flags,  but  welcomed  under  our  gene- 
rous naturalisation  laws,  who  have  poured  poison 
and  disloyally  into  the  very  arteries  of  our  national 
life...  Their  number  is  great  enough  to  have 
brought  deep  disgrace  upon  us,  and  to  have  made 
it  necessary  that  we  should  promptly  make  use  of 
the  processes  of  the  law  whereby  they  shall  be 
purged  of  their  corrupt  distempers. 
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MESSAGE  DU  20  AVRIL    1916 

...  Nous  ne  pouvons  pas  oublier  que  nous 
sommes,  dans  une  certaine  mesure,  par  la  force 
des  circonstances,  las  truchements  de  I'humanite, 
et  nous  ne  pouvons  pas  rester  siiencieux  quand 
ces  droits  semblent  avoir  ete  jetes  dans  le  tour- 
bilion  de  cette  terrible  guerre...  Selon  I'ldee 
admise  des  droits  de  I'humanite,  c'est  noire 
devoir  de  prendre  maintenant  position  avec  la 
plus  grande  solennite  et  la  plus  grande  lermete, 
J'ai  done  pris  position  et  je  I'ai  fait  avec  la  certi- 
tude que  vous  m'approuverez  et  m'aiderez... 


MESSAGE    DU    22   JANVIER    1917 

...  Les  traites  ct  Ics  accords  qui  pcuveiit  aincacr 
la  lutte  a  son  ternie  doivent  comportei'  des  clauses 
qui  etablissent  une  pai.\  digne  d'etre  garantie  et 
preservee,  une  paix  qui  recueillera  lapprobation 
de  toute  I'humanite.  et  non  pas  une  paix  qui  serait 
I'instrument  des  interets  respectifs  et  des  buts 
immediats  des  nations  belligerantes... 


MESSAGE  DU  5  MARS   1917 


...  Toutes  les  nations  sont  egalement  interessees 
a  la  paix  du  monde,  et  a  I'equilibre  politique  des 
peuples  libres,  et  sont  au  meme  titre  responsables 
de  leur  mamtien.. . 


LE  PRESIDENT  WILSON 

ANNONCE   L'ETAT  DE  GUERRE 

AU  CONGRES  (3Avril1917) 

...  Nous  sacrifierons  notre  vie,  notre  fortune,  tout 
ce  que  nous  possedons,  a  un  tel  devoir  avec  la 
fierte  de  savoir  qu'enfin  le  jour  est  arrive  oil 
I'Amerique  peul  donner  son  sang  pour  les  memes 
prmcipes  d'ou  elle  est  nee,  ainsi  (|uc  pour  le 
bonheur  el  la  paix  dont  elle  a  pii  jouir  Dieu 
aidant,  elle  ne  saurait  agir  differemment. . 


^SB^t. 


MESSAGE  OF  APRIL  20th.   1916 

We  cannot  forget  that  in  some  measure  by  the 
force  of  circumstances  we  are  the  responsible 
spokesmen  of  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  cannot 
remain  silent  when  these  rights  seem  to  be  thrown 
into  the  maelstrom  of  this  terrible  war...  In  confor- 
mity with  the  accepted  conception  of  the  rights  of 
humanity,  it  is  our  duty  to  take  our  stand  now 
with  the  utmost  solemnity  and  firmness.  I  have 
therefore  taken  a  stand,  and  I  have  done  so  with 
the  certainty  that  you  will  approve  and  support 
me. 


MESSAGE  OF  JANUARY  22nd.   1917 

1  Ik-  IrialRs  and  agreenienls  u  liuli  bring  it  to 
an  end  must  embody  terms  that  will  create  a  peace 
that  is  worth  guaranteering  and  preserving,  a  peace 
that  will  win  the  approval  of  mankind,  not  merely 
a  peace  that  will  serve  the  several  interests  and 
immediate  aims  of  the  nations  engaged. 


MESS.-\GE  OF  MARCH   5th,   1917 

All  nations  are  equally  interested  in  the  peace 
of  the  World  and  in  the  political  stability  of  free 
Peoples,  and  are  equally  responsible  lor  their 
maintenance. 


PRESIDENT  WILSON 

PROCLAIMS  THE  STATE  CF  WAR 

IN  CONGRESS  (April  3rd.  1917) 

We  vvill  sacrifice  our  lives,  our  fortunes  and  all 
we  possess  to  such  a  duty,  in  the  pride  of  know- 
ing that  at  last  the  day  has  come  when  America 
can  give  her  blood  tor  the  principles  which  gave 
her  birth  and  for  the  prosperity  and  peace  she 
has  enjoyed.  God  helping  hei.  she  could  not  art 
otherwise. 
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Lp   Marcchal   jodrc   ct   M.  Viviani   arrivent   a   New -York. 
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eld-Marshall   Joffre   and   Mr.  Viviani  arriving  at   New-York. 
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Ariivsl  of  ihe  Fiench  dricgalcs  at  Waihinglnn 
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5^        La  Mission  Iran^aise  acclamee  par  la  population  de  Chicago.     The  iTcnch  mission  cheered  by  ihc  population  of  L-lncago 


La  Mission  fran(;-aisc  rc^uc  a  I'Univcrsitr  dc  Chicago. 
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Arrivee  de  la  Mission  frangaise  au  City-Hall  a  New-York.  Arrival  ol  the  French  mission  at  City-Hall,  New-York. 


]|  Lea  Bostoniens  acclatnent  la  Mission  (ranpaise. 


Boslonians  cheering  the  French  dclegatet 
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Lc  Marechil  Joflte  p4Me  let  caJci>  rn  louc  ■  \Vc9(-l''oini.  i-icld-M<ial<«l   luilie  levicMiog  the  odds  at  West-Point 
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Les  ciloyens  americains  s'eorolent  pour  combaltre  en  France.  American  citizens  enlisting  lo  tight  in  hrance. 


Un  camp  d  instruction. 


A  training  camp. 


L"equiprmenl.  Then  equipment. 
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Dim  un  ctmp  de 

Tarnirf  amcncaine 

en  France . 

a)  L«  ttlul  aui 

diapeaux 

h)  La  pretenlation 

des  coulcuri. 


The  American 

army   camping    in 

France : 

a)  Saluting  the 

colours. 

k)   Piesenling   the 

colours. 
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L'-  [iiu[)le  dc  Irancc  acclame  le  general  Pershing  a  son  arrivee. 
(l^ans  \r  m»'daillon.  le  general  Pershing  sourit  a  la  foiilc.) 


The  people  of  France  cheering  General  Pershing  on  his  arrival. 
(Inset:  General  Pershing  smiling  to  the  crowd.) 
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Ij  Lc  dcbtrquement  det  troupes  «ineiic«ine»  en  France. 
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C  Quclquct  typci  de  sotdats  americai 
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Some  types  o(  American  soldiers. 
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Americans  in  then  camp 
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^         Les  enfants  d'une  ecole  irancaise.  le  iour  de  la  lete  de  I'lndependance,         French  school-children  on  Independence  day 

4lho(  July.  1917. 
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general  Persh.ng  au  tombeau  d.  La  lay.lt.,  4  luillet   1917.  General  Prr.h.ny  at  La  Kayrtte',  t,,.vr.  July  4th    1<)I7  ^if^ 
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l.r  depart  pour  la  Fri 


Off  lor  France. 


1.  prnt)ar')urmf-a(  pour  la  hrance. 


I"  rnbarking  Inr  Itancc. 
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From  La  Fayette  to  Pershing 
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